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Written by Ms Wong Wing Sze

We believe that parents play an important role in their children’s learning. Active
parents participation may even be the key to success in students’ learning. Therefore,
one of the school concerns this year is to promote and encourage frequent
communication between teachers and parents. We aim to achieve the following
objectives this year:

1. Encourage parents to actively participate in students’ learning through Home
Reading Program
2. Help parents with strategies to assist their children learning at home.

Achievement:

1.1 Home Reading Program

In the school Home Reading Program, students in P.1-4 are expected to read a leveled
English book and fill in the Reading Booklet every day. Students in P.5 and 6 also have
their take home Daily Readers and Reading Booklet for them to record good phrases
and vocabulary that they have learnt from the book. Parents are expected to participate
in this Home Reading Program by reading with their children daily and signing their
name in their children’s Reading Booklet. This year, more than 85% of students have
read more than 50 English books and have completed the record in their Reading
Booklets. The result is very encouraging and it shows that most of our parents
participate actively in the Home Reading Program.

1.2 Reading Levels

The parents’ and teachers’ effort in the school Home Reading Program has significant
impact on the improvement of students’ reading level. In order to monitor students’
progress and assess the students’ reading proficiency, the school has purchased the PM
benchmark kits to assess the reading level of students. About 75% of students have
improved at least one reading level since last year. More than half of the students have
improved three levels or more. We believe that it would have been impossible to make
such an achievement if it was without parents’ support.

2.1 Parents Workshop

Parents often find it difficult to help their children revise for dictation, test and
examinations. Some parents do not know where to start and how to locate learning
resources for their children. In order to address this issue, four workshops have been
organized for parents from P.1 to 4. From the questionnaires that we have collected, all

the parents found the workshop very helpful in preparing their children for tests and
16
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gxaminations.

2.2 Study Notes

English teachers have prepared study notes for parents before tests and examinations.
The study notes lay out the key points, including the key vocabulary, sentence structures
and grammar points that will be covered in tests and examinations. In the workshops for
parents, teachers explained how to make good use of the study notes to help their
children. More than 95 % of parents found the study notes very useful.

Reflection & Follow-up :

Teachers and parents have worked more closely together since last year. The impact of
this has resulted positively in students’ learning. We have reflected on our current
practices and would like to seek continuous improvement by taking the following
actions.

1. Some students did not have significant improvement in their reading levels. They
found it hard to memorize the High Frequency Words and difficult to understand and
enjoy reading English books. In this regard, we will continue to organize the lunch time
activity, Magic Words, to encourage P.1 students to practice reading the High Frequency
Words to the English Ambassadors at lunch break. After school Guided Reading classes
will also be organized for students who need more support.

2. Some students who lack family support found it difficult to fulfill what our
school-based curriculum had required them to do. They did not do as well as their
classmates in dictations, tests and examinations. Some after-school classes will be
organized for this group of students. They will learn some self-study and phonics skills
so that they can learn more independently.

Conclusion

From the successful experience that we have gained this year, we will continue our
good practices and strive for excellence. We hope to provide sufficient support for our
parents so that teachers and parents can work hand-in-hand in the years to come.
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