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Refining School-based English Curriculum
to Enhance Learning and Teaching Effectiveness

Written by Ms Wong Wing Sze
Introduction:

In order to achieve greater excellence, one of the year concerns for the English Panel
2011-2012 was to further refine the school-based English curriculum in P.4 to enhance
learning and teaching effectiveness. We believe that if learning is organized in a
systematic manner and learning and teaching activities follow a logical sequence, we
can expect better performance in students’ learning. We were also devoted to further
exploring effective learning and teaching strategies to improve students’ language

proficiency.

Implementation:

We have piloted the scheme in P.4 this year and one of the biggest changes that we had
made to the curriculum was integrating new vocabulary items, grammar items and even
sentence structures into the revised textbook passage. P.4 teachers revised or adapted the
reading passage in the textbook based on the key vocabulary, grammar items and the
structures of the unit. Teachers then designed a powerpoint and other teaching resources

for the teaching of this new passage.

Activities that consolidated learning were designed such as intensive reading worksheets
focusing on different reading skills. Supplementary Learning Resources (SLR) is also

prepared for students to practice the newly taught grammar items, sentence structures

13
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and even some short writing tasks. For some of the units, students have to complete a

process writing task at the end of the unit. The adapted text was also included in the
reading aloud part of dictations. Reading skills, grammar items, grammar structures and

the vocabulary items were all included in the dictation in an integrated manner.

Achievement:

Compared with the previous practice, this curriculum integration in P.4 has helped
students a great deal. Students are learning in a much more systematic manner and the
revised passage has served as the best entry point to the unit because it includes many
important features and key learning points for that unit. The learning was effectively
consolidated because of this enriched reading passage.

1.1 Reading Levels

The effectiveness of this curriculum integration was proven to be very significant and
successful by looking at the students’ reading level. The English panel has used the PM
benchmark kit as a tool to assess the reading levels of students. 95% of students in P.4
have at least improved one reading level. 83.6% of students have improved 5 levels or
more. More than 70 % of P.4 students have reached level 17 or above. Compared with
the leveling data from previous years, we can see very significant improvement. The
percentage of students improving 5 levels or more from last year was only 33% and this

year the P.4 students have improved from 33% to 83.6%.

1.2 Writing Performance

Other than reading levels, students also showed improvement in their writing, as
indicated by the post writing test we have done with them. They have used many
sentence structures and vocabulary items that they have learnt from the units. They have
a much better range of vocabulary to express their ideas precisely. They are also very
aware of using adjectives and adverbs in their writing to make their writing more

interesting.

1.3 Professional Development
14
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In this pilot scheme, not only have P.4 students benefited from the integrated curriculum,

but also the teachers and the English Panel because we have learnt a more effective way
of teaching students. From the mid-term English Panel meeting, other teachers showed
great appreciation to the work that all the P.4 teachers have done. The P.4 teachers have
gained a lot of experience from writing the revised passage and they have become much

more professional in designing learning and teaching materials.

Reflection & Follow-up:

Even though the pilot scheme was quite successful, there are a few things that all the
teachers in P.4 think could be further improved. This includes whether the revised
textbook is being fully utilized. Therefore, in the coming years, we are going to plan
more learning activities for teaching the revised passage so that students can learn the

fruitful passage even better.

Conclusion :

From the successful experience that we have gained this year, we will continue this good
practice and then extend this program to P.5 the up coming year and then P.6 in the year

after.
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