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Z ~Learn to Write - Process Writing

Written by: Ms Wong Wing Sze

Introduction

“In real life, people often communicate with one another in writing, whether
through paper-and-pen or electronic means. Through writing, people can
communicate at a distance with each other. They can also record information
which lasts over time, and present information, ideas and feelings for a variety
of purposes and audiences. Writing is an essential element in English lessons
and it can be made enjoyable.” Taken from The English Language Curriculum

Guide 2004.

Writing is an essential part of English language learning because it enables
students to express their own ideas and feelings. However, many Hong Kong
students find it very challenging and therefore have no interest in writing. Part
of the reason why students are not confident enough is because they do not
have enough support. For this reason, the Process Writing Program has been
implemented in our school since 2005. Now the program has expanded and

students from P.3 to 5 are involved in this program.

Goals of the Process Writing Program

v To provide students with opportunities to write independently to produce
publishable final products in a variety of text-types

v To provide students with chances to receive individual, open-ended
feedback on writing from teachers

v To build students’ confidence and inpendence to write

v To provide students with opportunities to speak in English in an all-English

environment
12



The Writing Process
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Two teachers provide input and do the modelmdyl@ainstorming

N4

Sudentswork in pairsto create a mind map

N4

Sudentswritetheir 1% Draft

N4

“Teacher Conferencing” with individual studentsdsig on writing ideas / Peer Editing

N4

Sudentswritetheir 2" Draft

N4

“Teacher Conferencing” with individual studefdgusing on grammar and spelling / Peer Editinb
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Sudentswrite their 3" Draft

N4

Teachers final check students’ wo
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Sudentsdecoratetheir final copy
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Whole class sharir
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Reflection

The change of attitude

Students have shown significant improvement in writing. Even students who
need more help are more willing to write and always trying their best in writing.
From their writing portfolios, even weaker students are able to produce
meaningful sentences. They are no longer afraid of trying and asking for help

from teachers.

The direction for improvement

Students’ work has improved to an impressive degree after teacher
conferencing. And peer editing Quality feedback was given in time to help
with students’ learning. Now, more students are able to present an event in
details. And they are more able to provide ideas when they are trying to talk
about an event after the teacher conferencing. Most students know when and

how to use adjectives to make their writing more interesting.

Improvement in TSA performance

After a year of the Process Writing Program, students have shown
encouraging results. All the students tried their best in the writing part. Some
of them were able to provide coherent and well organized pieces of writing
with lots of ideas and all of them were able to write as much as they could in

the assessment.

Pre-Test and Post-Test

In order to have a clearer picture of how much students have achieved. This
year, we are doing the Pre-test to see how much students have already
achieved since last year and how much students will have improved after the

program so as to give us directions for improvement.
14
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